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PREFACE

This paper is part of a forthcoming study within the

Trends in Western Civilization (TWC) program - "Towards a new
Historical Materialism", One of the TWC hobbyhorses has come to be
the contention that the "Liberal' Euro-American and the Marxist modes
of thought have more in common than hitherto recognized, indeed that

they are two of several variants on a common theme, This basic iden-
tity is explored in "Liberalism and Marxism - Two Ways of Being
Western" by Johan Galtung(TWC paper forthcoming), An analysis and
definition of the Western meta-ideology, its historical roots and
various manifestations is attempted in "Wetsrnness and Islam" by
Hakon Stang (TWC no, 7, 1976). The present torso is a follow-up, a
critique of what Marx once called "the poverty of philosophy" - or
rather, of the poverty of liberal societal analysis (where power
resources are counted) and the Marxist one (where prupepty in terms
of money is counted) - in search of a new historical materialism,
As a suitable means of conveyance on the way I have chosen that
ubiquitous product of modern industry, the car. A closer look at the
car may give us a view not only of its ideological historicity, but
also of that power which escapes both liberal and Marxist power ana-
lysis, the power of Western thought, of which liberalism, Marxism and
the caritself are but three expressions. '
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POWER _AND ENVIRONMENT

Analysts of econtemporary human relations are prone to define these
as fundamentally a question of power, and to discuss power in terms
of how an agent A influences an agent B. This holds good on all
levels of analysis, fron the inter-personal to the international.
And there is - still - a monumental 'consensus' in interest orlent-
ation among social scientists, be they orthodox Marxists, 'liberal’
game theoreticians, or what not: Their agents A and B, the rockbed
irredueibles of their respective theories, sre éxplieitly or ire-
pliecitly taken to be human entities, individuals or collectivities.

Let ue single out two groups who are singularly well entrenched and
rather well definable, to wit the game or power theoreticians and
tme traditional Marxists. Furo-American students of game/powex
relationships are adept at constructing what night be termed option
landseapes, more or less nuanced exposés of the alternatives facing
two or more usually non=identified agents, in abstracto - as if
deseriring chess scenarios, preferably unrelate® to specific nntchai

This total eoncentration on players A and B has as 1ts obverse a
complete dlsregard of thelr natural environment, execept in terms

of its being defined as resources to be exploited in the power game
petween A and B. By environment in this case 1s meant not only

the physieal setting of the 'game' - as percelived by the players -
but also both the physical and the mental milleus that have produced
and eonditioned A and B before thelr encoﬁnter, providing each with
s store of experience and a pre-set actional agility - and for that
nmatter with preeonceived notions as to the usefulness of playing
such a game and conforming to eertaln rules and patterns at all.

This lack of concern with (and hence respect for) the integrity and
overruling inflnence of the setting, the positing of two or more
sutonomous actors, may in itself ke interpreted as the product of
s special cultural setting, i.e. the Turo-American (or so-called
Western) one. Other instaneces of the same fundamental approach,
but ir another field, would he Martin Buter’s hunanistic Ieh~Du
philosophy and J.P. Sartre’s existentialism (viz. 'Being and
Nothingness') >



As a result of this very starting point a couple.of basic quandari?a

beset power theories and theorists - that 1s, when'they attempt to)
apply their structures (or strictures) to the fasctusl world at hand.

Take the question of defining the actors at the apparently nost
complex level of power relations, that of international politics.

~If we do not & priori deecide to single out a special relationship,
say between two specific states, ss constituting our theme of analys-
is, 1.e. pre-decidé who the actors are, but instead start out from a
given Nandscape' (which we term international polities) and try to
analyse it in terms of actors, then we are in instant trouble.

Should we consider statecs as (the) basic units of action and power,
ranging them from the Super-powers and other Great Powers and down
the gradient to the absolute ministates as units approximating zerof?
What thén about repgional groupings, cartels of states: Is OPEC an
actor on the international scene? And what of sub-national protagon-
lsts, the so-called multinationals, viz. the pgreat oil companies
('Aramco is Saudi-Aradbia' - or was), ITT (in Chile), Union Minid¥re
(in Katanga)? Where does one draw the line Between those that aset
and those that supposedly are merely acted upon? Where do popular
movements fit in, such as may threaten to upset an extant state
atructure, and in certain pases even to trigger off regional or
world-wide conflagrations, viz. the PIO in the hiddle Eastf"What
types of movements and orgsnizations should we excludi? A mumber of
permanent and ad hoc groupings within a state or gfoup of states may
modify and influenee the behaviour of another state, sometimes radie-
ally = ranging from the Catholic Church across Amnesty International
and the llobel’s Peace Comrdttce to a handful of environmentalists
obstructing Norweglan seal slaughter in the Aretic 1976, Why stop

at organizations? Cannot 'autonomous' individusla (efr the exiles .. '
Trotski], Pernn, Solshenitsyn) have. greater import on the world power
seene than the governments of Liecktenstein nnd Nhuru? ; e

The point is: The pocsililities of defining 'actors'_are legios
The system is open—~ended, without #ny indisputarly clear—cut tounds,
whie poes to say there is no system. Now just like the question
of setors ean be pursued virtually ad infinitun, so too can that of
their respective power 'ases (resources)« There is no end of items

we can adduce as relevant to defining the generzl power of, sav, a

stmte, Trom GI'P, literacy and population atructures to such points



»n the (anticipnted or o' served®) pryalco-mentsl tenneity of the
pomulation under &iverse typea of criesis, UV~ multa®1lity of the
terrain for conventional or rmrrill: warf
proxinity and reliakilty of :1lies, etc. Alllity of r ~iven natlonn’
leadership to react anle!ly «nd decloively and to hove decilsions

popularized. down to =2nd ohbeyed by the population are vital ssscta.

“re, reorraphlical loeatlion,

But of w!at use, or how reliale and operative, are such peneral
power estinmtes? While the USA was a»le to fight Japan virtuallw
alone =2nd tear rmel of the lLrunt of the battle in Zurope simaltancous
1 ir the Second World War, it was worsted by a destitute and divided
little pensant natlon through & 1J=year jungle ware. While 2 eountry's
caparility of fiphting ~ conventional srort-tern (or nuclear) war

nay be immense, it may prove a gisnt on clay feet irn other types of
conflicte Ilow how Goes one quantify constitutional and psychological
restraints, antl-war home ngitation, social strife, blased intellip-
ence reports, the role of the press, cte, in evaluating the US 'power
Yage' visavis Vietnan? The only sane overall answer is: one doesr’te
Tow do we square power witr 'imapge'? When Kissinger ncrsonally and
forcefully projects an inage of power, is not this in itself a fector
of power? If Kissinger is defined as -an asset to the USA (and not

as an 'actor' on the internstional scene), how do we quantify him?

Fow 20 we draw the line bhetween povier resources and situational
factors (environment)? It is no nnswer to state simply that this is
for the analyst to decide. Rather it would be for the protagonists,
if anyone, *o decide. DBut even if we declide a priori to state that
we have a simple A-yersus-D confrontation system, with other states
on the sicdelines as 'environnent' - provided that this is not =
purely theoretical exerelsc in words~ then thre very neutrality, or
conecrete variations of neutrality and partiality, of the sideliners
will be courted as asasets or drawbacks (positive or negative power
resources) by A and B. Factual neutrality aside, both A and B will
count in the resources of nelghbouring states as potential resources
of their own, to he Wwad through military or politiecal neans if need b=

Not only will a dividing line between power resources and mere en-
vironment tend to show itsclf, 1in practical cases, a2 figment of the
mind, bhut =any attempt to list both power resourees and situational
factors relevant to a confrontation will in prineiple ke open-ended
alse. (OF course, the question of defining actors, i.e. power units,
and the question of defining their power hases are really the sarc.)
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In addition, power analysts should keware of, and try to operational=-
ize within their systems, two other fundamental moot points, closely
related to eachother (in fact, these too may be scen as two specific-
ations of one problem). First: How good a survey do A and B have
of their adversary’s (tactical) intentions, (strategic) goals and
overall resources (ineluding akility to use these resources effica-
ceously) - and of their own? 'Knowledge is power' - the state of
intelligence services being one thing; the tactical and strategical
schooling, the genmernl mental versatility and phantssy of (and even
the relationship between) a handful of top executives who are to use
information is nnotheriv How mich of an asset is that joeund llachia-
velllan Kissinger, with his historian’s insight into power games,

to a2 nation that has traditionally scorned such insight?

Second, power theorization, which is highly rationalistic, all too -
easily seema to assume that actors A and B themselves are hasieallr
rational, or rational in the same way. A basic problem in eonfliet
analysis would seem to be t'at the protagonists often appear not

to share a common intersubjcetive arena at all; the less z5 the
more serious the confliet is. World history is replete with examples
of actors who nmiss their cues, who could have auﬁ!yodue dut didn’t.
Put this point concerns somet™ing more deepset, as instanced in the
Vietnam war - where the USA, which prides itself on being a rationsl
soclety, for years fourht against World Communisr, Through its own
msssive use of bomhs and napalm, and its eoneonmitant neglect of the
Ioea) social and political roots of the insurgency, the USA atreng-
thened tre will of the loecal peasant guerillas to resist and to
fight on - against 'US imperiallsm' 'US aggression and occupation'?’
And what of the US dedieation to fighting World Conminism in neigh-
*ourings Laos, where the Rightists and Pathet Lao, led by two frequent
lv embdracing prineely half-=brothers, prudently preferred to shoot
over emchother’s heads? East 1s EZast, and West 1s West, and often
the twain will elash. Analyzing militery hardware, troop figures and
gross national products - when tre contending parties are hoth econo-
-mles and worlds apart - only testifles to the analyst’s 1eihg a
prisoner of one such cultural world,

The same basie quandaries are refound at any level of analysis, l.c.
the intra-national and inter-personal too. Which persons or organi-
zations hold power in soeclety, what speeific power, how good an
appraisal do they have of the situation, how does their rationality
(ana moralityj funetion? Even when the actors consist of » simple
twosome, the 'framework' 1ls open-ended.



Sumnming up: The contemporary power or game analyst is caught
between the Seylla of 'pure' (and inoperative) theory and the
Cuarybdls of innumerable empirieal minutiase. If he eontents
hinself with dlseussing power sad aetors as suek, in phenomenologic~
al terms, without speeifications as to time and place, he runs tﬁe
danger of evolving a new seholasticism, If ke steps outside this
rarefied speeulative atmosphere he 1s equally in troudle, bogging
down in case-speeifie Jetails. '

Teis is not to question the usefulness of power anal&ais as 2 whole.
Individual seholars may eontribute engaging observations - ang
indeed often have. Yet the eontention is that suek dhservations
are the result of the astuteness of these scholars as such, and of
their detalled factual knowledge and scope of information from one
or several fieldas of human interest, rether than the result of =
particular selentific coneéﬁtionalJfr&ﬁgwork. Thus, international
polities 1s eertainly a fiecld of general humsn interest, with lots
of 'aetors' that eateh the popular eye. DBut attempts to reify it
as a 'systen' with clains to seholarly stringency are really a Wild
goose chase — albeit highly understandable

On the whole, this (largely US-dominated) tradition of power anslysis
13 readily explainable as a scholarly overlay, or an attempted
scholarization, of the Buro-Ameriean personsl-aetionist world out~
look (meta-ideology), whick will be cxamined furtker below. “Suffiee.
it to say that this attempted 'theory' on the evidence of the adove
never will be eompleted, nor will it ever eontribute substantially
and independently to our insight. This theorization csnnot evolve

a ooherent, eomprehensive theory because of its very starting point.

Instead of trying to lsolate individual actors and to peel off and
discard 'situational factors', we should perhaps attempt to défime
the overall settings first, of whiek any aetor is a part. In thus
going the other way about it, we would ¥e in keeping with an Asiatie
view of life, as typified by Hinduism and Buddhism, Confueianism ana
Tsoism. Instead of 'plaseing tke world in epoché' (Bdmnd Husserl),
instead of eocunting fish, and defining them as freeflosting and
eontending spéciea, let us look at the ocean. By deseribing fisk
we do mot get to understand tke ocean. By understanding more or
less sbout tke oeean, We may understand more or less about the fish.
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Now is not this what Marxism does? While liberal-Western game and
power enalysis is open-ended, Marxism is not. Every individual,

and every individual act, is caught up and Gefined within the con-
text of a class. Thus the US-inspired power analysls tradition will
be Judged superficial, shistorical and 'bourgeols’ by the Marxist
one. larxists are quiek to point out that while viewpoints may be
akistorieal, they are never without history. So too with Marxism.
It too was end is encased in Buropean space and time, (Here larxism
proper is borné.in mind, not the modern Asisn offshoots.) This is
atteated to not only by Merx’ paternalistie remarks on 'Asian des-
potism' eand on the eivilizing role of the British in Indie and the
Freneh in Algeria (and Engels’ charseteristie of for instanee the
Lapps as half-sgavages who would and should be swamped by Norwegilan
eivilization).” It is much more in evidence, but eharacteristically
mach less noted by European observers, in the very nature of the
Marxist eoneept of matter and materialism.

Marx onee eomplained that the jeweller of his time, like any pro-
dueer within capitalist soeiety, was witkout understanding 'of the.
peeuliar beauty and peeuliar nature of minerals', ke laecked 'minera-
logieal fEeling'f’ The seme critique might be épplied’to, 1f not
Varx himself, then many a latterdsy Marxist: What matters to ané-
lysts within this tradition is generally not the interaetion, of
mattér and. consciocusness; it i nerrowed down to the interaction or
eonfliet of work and eapital, or wages and investments/profits. |

The meaning and content of the naterial environment is for that
nmatter redueed even more, to a question of property. Just like
liberal-bourgeois game and power theory reduees the enviromment to
appendages of, properties pertaining to, A and B, so too larxist
literature generally defines it in terms of property relations -

in the most literal sense. What interests is, more preeisely, the
ownership of the mesns of produetion; Jjust like in likeral power
analysis, the eontrol of power resourees. Other elements are down-
graded, again, to 'situational faetors'. And tke main thing is the
powér game between A and B - which here are defined a priori, as two
eolleetive setors, two universally extended classes, two bloes
(with whieh other, intermediate classes will have to be aligned).

Roughly, Merxist 'matter' in a nurber of ways equates liberal-theory
'power'. And so-ecalled historical materialism in its eruder exposi-
tions is redueed to an a priori definition of the aetors A =n@ B,



the nature and the name of the game, and its outeomec. While the
cuestion of quantifying liberal-theory power is open-ended and un-
resolved, thougk eeonomic indicators (e.g. GNP) are meh relied on,
in Merxism the quantifiecation means, noney, also is defined a priori.
As Ciscussed before, Marxism with its whole historieal developnment
sehere and esehatology projects itself as & neat snd complete overlay
over the cormon Western neta-ideology. (This relativization need not
of course mean that the lMarxist eosmology is 'wrong'.)

Now thls does not do full justice to the teaehings of all latterday
self-professed lMarxists, nor of Marx himself. The flippent remerk
that a basie flew in Marxism is that Karl Marx lived a eentury ago,
may kave some merit: "Those within the bourgeois soeiéty wko work
aequire nothing, and those whko aequire anytking do not work," says
the Communist lMenifesto - and in 1848 this was no bad catehword

- assessment. Formal ownership was, in speaking of the eeonomy, Syno-

nymous witk real power. There was little roint in roundabout diseuss-
lons of 'material goods' and their distridution ana impaet on tke [
population, because most of tke population had Just about none, ang
those that had access to them were {largely) those in eontrol of tas
neans of produetion. And there was little sense in lengthy diseusa-
lons of t'ic nature of such contrbl, hecause 1t was quite synonymous
wit!: ownership. The intense coneentration among present-day larxists
on preelsely ownership of the means of produetion, and the aeeonpahy-
ing insistence on elassifying the inkabitants of both eonsumerist
soelal-demoeratie Norway and starving Bangladesh as consisting of

two lumps of people, eapitalists and proletarians, may Be eonsidered

a earry-over from the times of Marx - beesuse of the persuasive
foree and intensity of his message.

It does not seem to have dswned yet on many a modern vulgar-karxist
that preeisely the dominant aspeet of 'old-faskioned' clase struggle,
l.es the wage struggle, is what is needéd to keep late capitalism
goihg;g It is indeed the very key to the stakility and overall
smooth functioning of the advaneed consumerist 'soelal-demoerat'
societies, whieh otherwise would be Beset (worse than they-gre) by
erises of over-produetion. Only a high general level of wages in
the population = and a lilewise purckase-strong, econsumption-
Turthering state - elong witk a quiek turn-over rate of goods
consumed, meaning a high level of waste, ean guarantee produetion,
sales and profits to the eaptains of industry.
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Marx hinmself sensed@ the deginnings of this development (stating at
the end of his life that peaceful transition to soeialism might be
possible in preeisely the most advaneed easpitalist eountries); but
only the beginnings, or some of them.” It was left to Lenin to
analyze 'imperialism as the highest stage of eapitalism', to Trot-
skij to realize that the weskest, least developed links in the
eapitalist ehain were liadle to break first, to Mao Tse-tung to
organize and demonstrate the feasibility of third world peasant
revolutions. It is still left to give a eonvineing overall histori-
eal view of the rise of eonsumerist late eapitalienm, its internal
and external eontradietions and their eventual resolution. What

- sort of overall view, what theory? In the words of Lenin in 1917:"
"Theory, my friend, is gray, while green is the undying tree of lifd'

What are the roots of the tree of humen 1ife? Let us first look at
the foliage. Without dismissing the Marxian distinetion between
labour and eapital, without assailing the importanee of understand-
ing property relations, let us plaee this in abeyanee, as questions
that eoneern what goes on in the trunk of this tree. First, let

us piek leaves. In praetiee: Let us look at and analyze the
eontents of everyday humen life, the material environment of millions

Summing up again, while 'liberal-bourgeois' power analysis is some~
thing of a wild goose ehase, at least as regards the possibilities
of finding the theoretieal goose that lays the golden eggs, sueh a
ehase does afford exereise, and one often enough may ehanee aerocss
rewarding details and observations along the eourse - #f not overly
preoceupied with the figzment of the goose. And on the other side,
in another simile, the theoretieal But oh-so-solid house ereeted by
Karl Marx a hundred yecars ago is still inhabitable (lots of theo-
rists still live there), but perhaps needs new plumdirg, a new roof,
ete. It still ean afford a sweeping view of a chenging landseape
outside (and the ehanges over a hundred years are there to be secen)-
1f one does not disdain to look out the windows. Marx himself put
in these windows (and if neeesssry we ean install new ones); one of
them says: '"Man stands in a relation of reciproeity to his enviren-
ment. len eomes to pereelve and find himself, to realize his naturs
through remodelling (Bearbeitung) of external nature."’?

Let us look at one dominant produet, one donminant part of the
not always so green foliage of the modern tree of life.
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AUTOLMOBILISM AS MATERIALIZED EUROPEAN IDEOLOGY

It will reassure you when vou need it.

It will help restore your confidence

should it ever desert you.

It will soothe and solace you

after & heectic asy.

It will insulate you

from the noise and chaos of the outside world.

It will rebuild your morale; your ambitions.

But most of all, 1t will remind you

that your life has not been totally without success

rung the full-page spread for the Jaguar in the Observer 18/1-76.
The letter types are those used ordinarily by the newspaper for
top-priority events. They are superimposed on a landscape of
grassy knolls and hazy valleys under a lofty sky. A narrow country
road meanders forth, losing itself in the sunny, misty depths f
the scenery. In the foreground, travelling into this futurity,
the Jaguar, lithe, lissom, reflecting the ssme mellow light that
envelops it all. Inside: one solitary man, silhouetted from
dbehind. No houses are to be scen (let alone towns)e. No other

cars. No other person.

Things still remain to be said about the 'loneliness of the long
distance runner' in Western, or rather Buropean, culture. On the
one hand there is the long distance perspective inherent in all
'"Western' 1deoclogies as defined previoualyf the common developnment
paradigm in regard to which not only the three monotheistic religi-
ons of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, but also the dominant
modern, secularized ideologies of Merxism, Liberalism, Fasclsm and
Ecologlism, may be regarded as overlays - &s different, indeed
widely different ways of interpreting and spelling out a cormon
theme. On the other hand, there is this specifically European,

or rather West Buropean/Iuro-American 'loneliness’.

Not only has the mass use of cars changed the physical face of
Burope and llorth America (and for that matter Japan). It is in
itéelf consonant with the very ideal of change - as embedded in the
underlying Western cosmology, or meta-ideology. The millenarian
dream, the urge, couched in the form of a moral imperative, to
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strive for something better beyond the confines of one’s present

time and place, braving great risks, daring all, chancing all, this
Promethean rage and fury is the gist of our meta-ideology. "Why all
this dashing about? Is this the way you conceive of eatehing happi-
ness?" members of more quiescent cultures often aske They have got a
point, the most deep-set 'point' of Western culture; only they see
it from outside, with the simplicitude that is naturel to the strangew

This is not to intimate that there 1s some causal relationship,
researchable and falsifliahle or not, between the phenomenon of auto-

mobilism and the change-oriented cosmology of the 'Western' worlad
(whieh is use® here in a wider sense than in usual parlance, encom—

passing Islamic and East Furopesn Cormunist countries as well). The
erux of it is simply that the phenomenon considered does not do
violence to the cosmology and ideals of the societies in whieh it is
flourishing the most -~ in contrast to what would be the case In
cultures like the Chinese or the Hindu.

Within what is here termed the Western world, however, there are
¢leavages both in time (history) and space (geogrephy), witness the
number of contending ideclosies mentioned above. Thus automobilism,
while eertainly on the rise in Islamic and East European countries,
in its quality of a mass phenomenon is as yet geogrephically cotermi-
nous with the self-styled 'Free World'. Multiparty demdersey with
free and asecret balloting, freedon of speech and of the press (or its
editors), economic free enterprise as a cardinal principle (in theory
1f not in full practice, viz. the regulating, partly stimilating,
partly constraining role of the state),-in short tapitalist democracics
- these are the theatres of mass automodbilism. Why?

The concept of individual liberty may be traced, so we are told at
school, back to ancient Greeece. Yet there is no historical causality

between Athenlan 'democracy' and its modern capitalist namesake. The
Athenian ideal (unrelated? to the fact that slaves, women and metoics,
l.0¢ & goodly majority of the population, were excluded from the
workings of 'democracy') has been and still is of prime ideological
irpertanee, though: While the modern Turopean freedoms have their
objective historical roots in the medimval aplit between state and
church, in feudalism with its vassal autonomy and tiles of mitual de-
pendence, and in the eventual ascendsaney of & revelutionary bourgeolske,
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the idealized demoerncy of Athens was important inasrmch as 1t
answered a deep psychological need. The revolutionary bourgeolsiec
that ceme to power, rost conspicuously through the French revolution,
was groping for a paragon, a historical metaphor with which to ex-

press their strivings. When we humans attempt something radically
new, we only have rccource to what already has been in order to
conceptualize and clarify what we are about. A new present tends to
throw us back on & colleetive past, on the inter-subjective experi-
ence, traditions, ideas and ideals that might apply to and help to
sum up the chaos of the present. Thus the 'eulture grid' or
historical paradipgm that today dorinates the Euro-American world

is the ideal of the independent, discerning Athenian who after
sober delibderation casts his decisive votes (While, through a new
twist of history, a dominant paradipm in lMarxist minde, whether in
Eastern or Western Burope, is that of the 1789 upheaval in France,
'$he Mother of Revolutions' - which activated the Athemian paradiem.)

The bearing of 'democracy' upon autorobilism in European and lorth
American society has been given astoundingly little attention by

intellectuals and scholars, lapgely content with ruminating em .
their traditional pastures. It is left to the people that control

the ecommanding posts of economy, the captains of mass consumption,

the profiteering strateglans who shape the everyday material life
of millions and millions, to drive the point home. Take the words
of Robert Iutz, head of the Ford corporation in West Germany, In
his opening speech at the gigantile International Car Show in Frank-
furt 1975, presided over by the West German Bundeskenzler (who duly

hailed the slogan 'Besser Leben mit den Auto'):

The car is the most fascinating, the most interesting and universally
eraved industrial produect in the history of mankind. Discussions
about its place in society are fruitful so long as the car is not
one-gidedly masde the butt of {deologically and politically charged
opposition, such as we have seen in reecent years in Europe.

As one of the men in charge within this industry I see it as a
demoeratic duty that I speak my mind. It is a fact that only 20%
of person transport in West Germany is by collective means. Public
local transport each year chsts every single Gernan taxpayer 400 D-
Mark. In addition the motorists pay their éwn transport completely
by themselves. Roads must be bullt, they sre the cheapest commmni-
cations arteries; free running traffic saves energy and ls environ-
mentally much to be preferred over arteriee that are clogged and
congeste®. MNodern sutoroutes are, today and in the future, & charac-
teristic sspect of the modern industrial society - which mekes wel-
fare attainable for alle The car glves you freedon and social
contact, free options as to place of work and habitation, it equalis-
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es and nivellizes all differences between opportunities in the

ities sn@ in the countryside.
- :?: a larger perspective the car is the dasis of millions of

obs snd a bdulwark of social securlty. I mist ask whether those
3}:0 attack the car out of ideological considerations, without aro:ir
recognition of its outstanding technieal, social and socio-econo 5:.;
political funetion, in reality are enenies of individual freedom.

It is all too easy for intellectuals to prush such talk haughtily
'aside as mere brazen demagoguery. This ls an unworthy and immature
approach, in keeping with the treditional seclusion of Earopean
$cholars from the lives of the masses. The 1deologically charged
words of Merr Iutz are worth (or perhaps worthy of) & thousand
aissertations on 'Western democracy'. There is no need to doubt his
aincerity..' Instead of saying (as crities of sny and 211 Betablish- -
ments are wont) that he exploits widespread ldeals, we should perhaps
contend that he - and automobilism itself - translates an abstraet
notion into materisl power; that he 1s mouthplece, vietim and tool
of a widespread cast of mind. Indeed, that people are not manipul e~
ted snd conditioned by Herr luty,and the likes of him, But quite s
mch the opposite ~ that the words of such eaptains of industry &are
conditioned by the mental soil of society st large, that we are
wrong to concentrate on the seeding of a landscape instead of noting
that seeds are part of vegetation, and vegetation is the landscape.

What features dominate or structure the Buro-American landscape?
First, most strikingly, a rampant individualism; and an attendant
blindness to the consequences of this individualism that belies the
mich-hailed supreme rationality of BEuropean as against other culturea
A prime illustration is the advertisement first quoted, for a product
that promi.éea to insulsate you 'from the noise and chaos of the out-
side world' - while few things contridute so massively to this nolese
and chaos as precisely suech & product. The extreme egg-orientation
of potential buyers is brought out in advertisements - and research -
glong two linés: &) Foesdonr from pollution for the inmates of the
ecar (gir filters are stressed), b) Optimal safety for the inmates

of the car (safety belts, sturdy fenders or fenders that crumble

on contact with meeting cers, pedestrisns etc.) TRe interesting
result being that the safer, more insulated you are made to feel,
the higher the speed you are tempted to use - neaning that you
pester and endanger your envirénment (and ineidentally yourself)

all the more. TRe greater the velocity and the externmal noise (of
engine and tyres), the greater the nolse insulation of the cabin
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will become. The grotesque lengths to whieh even governments

are prepared to go to ensure 'freedom' for the driver is evidenced
by the official US program for development and installation of

a 'safety balloon' in car dashboards - which is to be inflated
instantly and sutomatically when heavy objects impinge upon the
ear, thus cushloning off the driver and front-seat passenger.

This will allow for increased speed on what is chsracteristically
called, in this 'land of the free and the brave', by an ideologic-
8lly fetching and fundamentally correct name: freeways.

The theme of insulation or 'individualization' has already been
touched upon in the discussion of automobilism as eontemporary
historyiﬂ)This thenme nhy be deepened and developed in a review of
the phenomenon of alienation. Child psychologists thus are begin-
ning to admonish parents not to drive their children long ways,
preferably not to drive them at all, to &ay care or nursery homes -
because only by waelking or pramming will they be able to learn
about the contimiity of plaees ahd the Basic seecurity of geogrcph§2

In an enquete By & Norweglsn ggeney on _perceived advantages of the
automobiléwsome 50% of the sampie nmentioned 'inereased social eon-
tact'. This however pertains to leisure time visiting of more or
less far-off friends. In pre-car days there was hardly less

social contaet, only it was geographically restricted, one largely
nad to choose company within a welking radius - which is the simple
basis of smmll-town atmospheres, tightknit and gossipy. 'Increased
contact' in the enquete means merely a radically widened radius of
action - and probably less real intercourse: Neighbours have
become strangers to eachother, and quite poseibly there ls less
comningling of people from dlfferent backgrounds and milieus as
meny now, with the freedom of the car, prefer the seleet colpany
of their 'own kina'.” Yet this all concerns leisure time.

A direet antithesls between automobilism and social contaet is
vividly conspieuocus in the seemingly endless rows of individual
motorists that jam all thoroughfares in peak hours in each and
every Zuro-American city - behold the lonely crowd. Ilean loeco-
motion in many stretches within the precinets of Paris and London,
New York and Los Angeles, Oslo or any other town is 10 km/hour or
slightly above (in Tokyo 6 km/hour in places), i.e. considerably
less than the speed of a bieycle. The problems of parking are &



daily triel for millions. Public conveyance is often Jjust

as Tast, and generally mich cheaper for the lone traveller.
ch more rarely) two-man motorism prevails, the

Yet

one-man and (m
preference is clear.

For the one thing motorism does impart is seclusion, priTlQY-_

A dus, tram or train is a microcosnm of soclety at large, travelling
towards a comnon destiny while individuels get on and off, a common
setting within which exist all possibilities of human interaction.
To the Euro-American, however, elose phygpieal (or phrysico-mental)
contact with strengers, contact thet is not willed and chousen,

1s something to be avoided. In a car (mobile private property,

off bounds to others) one is securely ensconced — 'my car is my
castle'. It is difficult to imsgine a more nmassive material ex-
pression of inter-human a&lienation than these casings of steel and
glass which people insist on wearing -~ in endless clogged rows.

These compact shells, each welighing ubout one ton (Buropecn standard
new car 1970 885 kile, US 1500 kilo), of course lsolate their humsn
eontents from more than Just other humens. In the enquete mentioned
above the largest number of respondants (53%) mentioned 'more sccess
to nature' as the top advantage of hawing a car. Every Norwegian
city and town, and just about every other Euro-Ameriecen one, has
adequate publie facilities for reaching nature with relatively
1ittle loss of time as against ecar transport. But that is not the
point. The point is that a car has a totally free radiveg of operat-
ion, you ecan ehoose any part of nature, preferably the as yet un-
polluted, uninhabited parts of it, while trams, trains ecte reaseh
only the more domesticated, densely visited areas.

Or rather, that is the point of view of the individualist more-
access~to~-nature-enthusiast - who does not see that his easy access
to nature, miltiplied with that of eountlese other such individuvals,
is what in the long run destroye the inviolate character of nature;
who does not realize that, dut for the car, the city itself would

or could have been much more s part of nature, Thé very craving of
"more access to nature' 1& indicative of the stress, noise and pollu-
tion of urbanized Buro-American life; and there is no more persist-
ent and ubiquitous single source of stress, noise and pollution than
the car. Yet this is a faceless mass phenomenon, and the individual
motorist can easily convince hinmself, and quite rightly so, that he
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1s nearly free from guilt as to the total situstion - and that a
kealthy reactlion 1s to flee it onece in a while. The spectacle of
nyriads fleeing the pollution and hectic din of urban life, and in
the process producling exactly what they flee, is not merely singu-
larly unedifying, but also singularly instruetive of the dominant
Euro-American mentality: extreme individualism and its correlative
laek of respeet for the integrity of one’s natural environment.

The theme of apokastastasis pantén, or the inherent holiness and
eventual redenption of all Creatlion, was and 1s present in thé
Eastern Christian ehurches, in Islan, and in many African, Asian
and North Ameriean Indian religions. It is absent from the teach-
ings of the Western Church fathers, and thoroughly absent from
Protestantism. In this latter tradition man alone (and mark you,
the individual subjeet) is Soul, while Nature is vitlated, soul-
less, pure object. If anything at all, Nature is a repositary of
ain, something to be conquered (the Wilderness of straying).

Pure individusl soulfulness is the imperative goal of Christianity,
most extremely so in its Protestant varlety. And within the geo-
graphical seedbed of Protestantism latterday industrialization,

of whiech the automobile is the supreme product (efr Lutz), struck
roots (When did we last hear a member of the clergy attack
sutomobilism - instead of attacking juvenile car tkeft, a popular
theme of opprobium in run-of-the-mill sermons?)

Complete unattachedness to 'this world', as ideslized in Christlan-
ity, is there any more vividly material expression of this self-
sequestration than this suprene product of our civilizatlon? or
our five senses, hearing, smelling, feeling and tasting of the
natural environment is ruled out for Inmates of the car, and visual
contaet with nature is qualitatively greatly reduced. (Catholic
mass benediotion of cars and thelr drivers, and US drive-in sermonsg
do not however signify any clerical appreciation of the ‘other-
worldliness' of the car.) Thus two great tendencles within Christ-
ian theology (and the affiliated modern seeular ideologles of the
Euro-Anmerican world), that of individualization and that of spirit-
ualization' (or alienation) from Nature, have eome to materlal
fruition.
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Eeologists should bewsre, though, of ascribing all that is amises

in modern urban life to the sutomobile/? It is more correct to view
it as the pointed expression of long-term qualities. Witneass the
words of the chieftain of a small tribe of Indians in 185%, long
before the advent of the car, in response to the demand of tke Great
White Father in Washington that the tride sell its property to white
developnent: : :

How ean you Buy or sell the heavens - the warmth from the carth?
This thought is a stranger to us. We do not own the air’s cleanness
or the sparkling of the water. How then can you buy it from us? ..
We know that the white man does not understand our way of life. One
streteh of land is to him like another. For ke is a stranger who

comes at night and robs from the country all he needs. The carth is
not his brother, but his enemy, and when he has pained it odt, Re -
moves ons ‘He leaves his father’s grave without eompunetion., MNe plun-
ders the earth from his own children.. His greed will emsciste the
esarth and leave deserts in iys wake. The sight of your ecities is a
pain unto the eyes of the red man. But maybe it is beesuse the red
nan is a2 savage who does not understand.

There 18 no peace to be found in the white man’s eities. No
place where you can hear the leaves budding in the spring or the
rustling of insect wings. But perhaps because I an a savage who does
not understand - the din of the eities to me is an insult 1o the ean.
The 2ir is costly to the red man. For all that is alive breathes in
the same ait - the animals, the trees, man, It does not seem as if
the white man cares about the air he breathes. Like 2 Gying man ke
is mindless of the stench.2

This outsider view of white urban culture makes mueh of not only
individualization ('the graves of the fathers and the rights of the
ehildren are forgotten' it says in one place) and aliematior from
nature ('he is a stranger..'), but also a third characteristic:
restless mobility. We might also call it aetionism, or perhaps
Geschiiftigkeit. When dashing about one not only gets things done,
one also fegls that one 1s getting things done. Driving a car is an
epitome of activism, waiting for a tram or bus and being seated in
it are passive situations; kaving to wait and obey sehedules is in
add@ition an infringement of individualist freedom. "The car repre-
sente a hitherto unknown degree of the.individual right to self-
determination, in respeet of travelling possibkbllities and cholce of
travelling time," a Norwegisn government survey of automobilism
says, in language reminiscent of diverse Western constitubions.?”

Thé enquete previowcly mentloned has some 50% of the respondants
mentioning 'freedom as to use of lelsure time' (or 'free time' as
the Norwegiasn expression goes) as the prime advantage of the car,
versus 5%% 'more access to nature', 45% 'more soeial contaet', 1%%
'easier skopping'. This intense focusing on leisure time, which all



three top scores refleet, is in itself indicative of how deeply

the orientation towsrds individual unfetteredness runs (as against
colleetivity, e.g. working-place, orientation). In addition it shows
up the dynamic, restive content of this freedom, which to a large
extent is synonymous with 'getting places'.

The automobile is, in the dual sense of the German word, the Panger
of individualism; its Schutzwaffe and its Stermwagen. The latter
aspect is evidenced by the Volvo (1974) pasteup that shows a car
thrusting headlong into thoroughly virgin forest, an intriguingly -
sexual bit of aggression, and the standard US advertisements with a
speckless car in an expanse of prairie grass and a haughty smoking-
clad couple toasting eachother, as if in triumph. Witness also the
testimony of World Racing Champion Emerson Fittipaldl to the effeet
that "outside my car I feel I am nothing; in it everything changes,
and I feel the virile master of the world and of destiny."*?

The spate of motoring magazines and 'car extras' in dailies and veek=
lies testify to the same ideological payload and mental-therapeutic
funetion of the car. So does the interest in raeing (and motoeross)
rallies. And so doces the great number of often pudliely supported
'youth motor eentres', where young nales in particular are busied
with 'meching' and talking car;xoin more sparsely populated and less
‘welfare'-saturated areas there ls the afternoon get-together of
motorized youths at some petrol station or wayside kiosk. As the
Norweglan government survey has 1it, "for some youth groups the cer
has become a centré of activity in 1ife."*?Just about every man (and
woman) in the Buro-American world knows that to revv up a car and
sareen about with it, to snarl along with abrudt accelerations and
decclerations, is a sifmal of virility. The government survey uiéer-

seores the function of not only such driving, but driving in general,
as an expression of dominant cultural values:

One may postulate that the car appeals to more or less uneonscilous
wishes connected with concepts such as speed, freedonm, power, foree
etec. This is enhanced by advertlsing and car sports. In our soclety
thepe are not so many dally situations whkere the individual has a
chanece to affirm these values. The car affords a good possiklility
for this., It 1s an instrument one has the feeling of having mastery
over, and it can be used to express thils visavis others. The very
act in itself, drlving & car, provides fulfilment of aspirations to
live up to an active, action-oriented ideal. Together with suspense
and speed this gives a feellng of satisfaction in the situation. 20
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As a philosophy this is summed up nmost suceinetly in the French
motorist slogsn, emblazoned on so many rear windows: In roulant -
sur la rue - c’est la vie! And » not uncommon attltude towards thie
instrument of gratification is one of gratitude, even love, expressed
in nick-names of affection, in polishing and caressing, and in motor-

ing editorials ssserting that "211 too many years now the car has

been a scapegoat, its many generous offers notwithstanding, it hae
had to suffer for the sorrows it has brought us.. They are not the
car’s fault, but our fault.."*Y(italics added)..

Motorism is not merely expressive of certaln values, or morc precilse-
ly, of Euro-Ameriesn ideology. It in itself generates feelings; it
acerbates or hones out, strengthens and purifies the three meta-

tendenclies within Euro-American ideology, as mentionmed above, towards
individualization, 'spiritualization’ from the natural environment,
and aggressive actionism. The last point ies noted in the aforesaid

Norweglan state survey:

The role of the car driver in itself has a tendeney to influence
inter-hunan relations. The traffie situation is merked by competition
Many are sibengly eoneerned withi getting first, snd take ehanees in
overtaking others. The ruthlessness that often characterizes the
traffic setting 1ls seldon observable where people meet without the
irmunizing srmour (panser) that the car represents - yet it is possike

that something of it all the same lingers on.27)

It lingers on, the survey specifies, in tranegressionz sgainst the

law. In a sub-chapter on Criminality it is rather forcefully asserted

Car driving entails so many danger factors that the authorijies have
had to pass a eonsideradle number of laws and by~laws, and great
efforts are being expended in surveillance. All the same it must de

acknowledged that the number of infringements of traffie regulations
is so vast that the police only ean aect in a fraetion of the cases.

This, it mrst be sssumed, weakens respect for law and justice in
genersl.. The quantity of serious infraetions is ineressing. Tke
traffie police states that far too nany do not seem to regd?d speeding

as & violation of the lsw. The margins of violation are ever greata:;‘j .

In 1972 nearly 40% of the inmates of Norwegian prisons were doing
time for intoxieated driving; the pereentage le rising. In 1979

more than 40% of injured motorists registered at 'hé*!pi};l khad a
dangerously high alechol concentration in tkeir blood. “Car thefts

are a major problem for the poliee, as are dlverse other crimes
directly related to the use of cars, e.g. bank and post robheries.
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Around 10% of the hospital keds in a number of 'Western' countries
are taken up by motoring victims, while 30-35% of all deaths in tke
age bracket 15-3% are traffic aceidents, aceording to 'World Health',
organ of the World Health Organizationfw'Por every person kille& some
10-15 are seriously maimed and %0-40 are more lightly injured. In
Great Britain a2 survey 10 years ago concluded that more than kalf of
all ehildren wko are born sooner or later will ®e injured in motor
sccidents, one in 50 fatally. 'World Health' editorializes:

lore than 250000 deaths on the roads, year after ypsr, is not =
neccssary price modern men kas to pay for the luxury it i1s to have
motorized transport. If traffie aceidents are treated with methods
akin to those that were used against the great epidemie discases

the present wave of traffic deaths would ke drought under eontroi -
like pest and smallpox once were. Dut this i1s only possible through
a change in the fatalistie view twat aceidents are unavoidabkle.

Our attitudes to traffic aceidents today resembles our great grand-

parents view of eontagious disecases at a time when they still were
without any preventive or curative meems, Ignorsnece of the real

caumes of traffic aeceldents 1s still widespread.®

The last sentenee 1s monumentally true, perkaps more so than 'World
Health' is aware of. Nobody eould possibly objeet to Wringing pests
under control, dut to reduce traffic accidents one must curtell and
regulate traffie. Unhappily, there is little chance that the indi-
vidual motorist can be made to see that by steaming around in a ear
he beeomes the potential bearer of a deadly econtagion. The fatalist
view is voiced in the lorwegian government survey: "We must be
willing to aceept that to open a quarry, a warft, an oil well or a
new road or air eonneetion will cost humen lives - in many cases we
can compute beforchand how many will e killed. This is & price
soelety tacitly aceepts, since go-aheads are given. The individusl
aceepts the risk because we are trained to and because we believe we
ourselves will not be struck down by the accidents that will oecugf“
Again, the individualist’s world view. As the survey has it, "the
atrong inerease in traffic accidents over the last decades is mainly
due to increased total travel volume and the transferenece of travels
from colleetive means of conveyance to private cars.“ié

A striking illustration of the actionist econtent of BEuro-Ameriecan
Tiverty' is afforded by the Vietnam war protest wave in the USA.
While Vietnamese only (or largely) were the vietims, 1.e. in the
early (Kennedy) days and in the Vietnamization phase at the end,
protests were rather mited and eonfined to the intellectusl fringe



of soeciety. When 'our American %oys' were dying in great numbders,
protests were violent and widespread. DBut throughout these years
the number of Americans killed snd maimed just as brutally, mostly
in the prime of their youth, in car accidents baek at honme, was

Ercater - greater than any Vietnam peak numbers. Very close to
nobody reacted at all.

"Free citizens in a free ecountry demand free speed™ runs = Danisk
motoring slogan in rear suto windows an@ on stickers. In Germany

2 few yesrs ago there was an uproar when the government wanted to
enforee speed limits on the Autobahnen. Opposition politicians and
2 number of organizations protested that this would Be undenoceratic,
a 'violation' of rights. (The firms manufacturing artificial limks
protested becaunse this would lower demands and prejudiee their
market, in violation of the prineiple of a free eeonomys)

It is characteristic of Euro-Ameriean culture that the brutal daily
killings and violenece on the roads i1s not considered a violation of
anything at all, while a speed limit of 110 kmph is. It is interest-
ing that emission of body gases (flatulenece) in the ecompany of others
is a taboo, Weeause it serves no aectionist purpose, while the mueh
more noxious exhaust fumes from eountless ear stomsehs are tolerated.
Euro-American freedom is not primarily a freedom from (e.g. from
polluted air, from nolse), but » freedom to, a latitade to do what
you will. In the words of the current Norwegisn minister of trans-
port (in an 'inaugural interview' on the radio): "I am still a
reilroad man. But I am an adherent and supporter of automokilism.

We have no right to forget that the ear has given people greater
freedom and possibilities of aetion, aetivity and motion tkan ever
Before."?) Contrast twe reservations expressed in the forementioned
state survey - from the same ministry .- as to this freedom:

The percentage of bicyelists has deereased greatly. Undoubtedly
inereased traffic hazards have béen & comse, especlally with regard
to b»iking on heavily traffiecked roads in towns and rerel areas.

As regards pedestrians, partiéularly handieapped persons, the
elderly and housewives with small ehildren get thelir freedom of
novement hampered by heavy é¢ar traffie.

There is mieh that indieates that meny eategories of people to-
day feel the traffic as more threatening than before. This cspeelal-
ly eoneerns non-motorized trafficants, wko are annoyed by heavy
traffie in more ways than the fear of being run over. The stress
and anxiety that modern traffic causes people who are exposed, parti-
eularly through noilse and mental darrier Bullding, ean develop a
general uneasiness and anxiety. 7Y
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Insecurity Rits the least robust the hardest, and for these groups
entails an extra psychologieal burden. Worst hit are those who are
least proteeted in the traffic - pedestrians - and espeelally children
and the aged. Those who generally have the greatest personal respon-
sikility for these groups, stay-at-home women, are also exposed to
smeh strains. In meny residential areas parents kecause of the traffic
hazards eannot let their children out alone. When they themselves
cannot aceompany them, the children kave to be kept indoors. This
ean be unlueky for Both ckildren and grownups.

Elderly pecople too have problems with managing in preat traffie,
in particular thgse who are not quick-legsed. It is difficult to get
aeross the street in time, and the feeling of only just having saved
one’s life each time one has reached across, gives rise to anxiety and
uneesiness. Some prefer to stay at horne rather than expose themselves
to such streains. ghia nmeans increased soecial isolation for a group
that does not have so great possikilities of travelling, and for whom
the loeal milien 1s the basis of social contact.?d

On the one hand, there is the bravado about freedon from a minister of
transport - cxpressed in katerial terms in the US adage that the Amer-
lcan is a creature on four wheels. On the other, the faet that TO%

of the population of Los Angeles, one of the most thoroughly motorize”
end ear-dominated ¢itiecs on eerth, is without access to 2 car.®

On the one side, there are the maimings and the carnsge, totally
arbitrery, to the proportions of a goodly-sized war - or elvil wer;

the physical ailments, usually not registered in this context, viz.
lead poisoning, throat illnesses, heart and other troubles resulting
from bodily inaetion, poseibly an inerease in certain types of caneer;.
the so-called photo-chenmieal fog (or smog) in particularly car-dense
areas, whieh kills doth plant life and pre-disposed humans; and the
general depletion and waste of resourees.

On the other side, the words of that greatest of all 20th century
architects, le Corbusier, who praised the singular, elassical bezuty
of the ear ?who ealled Tor 'the really gigantie artery through Paris
and any other town, saying: "The great sutoroutes make the eity
bloom and blossom or wither away, depending on whether thkey run through
it or are cheamnelled around. In the great eities they deelde the plaee
where life is to unfold itself the strongest, where destiny every day
plays its game with man.," An acecompanying sketeh showsthe two 2lterna-
tives: The Road that Brings Life. The Rosd that Brings Death.’”

%)

Se muekr for that foremost materiaslization of 'Weastern' ideology,
the ear. Teologists who want to do something radieal about it are in
for a tough time. They will be touching the very kheartroots of Euro-
Ameriean eivilization. Perhaps those heartroots need touehing.
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lowing critigue of this type of power analysis was par
Eggpigédogy %Notes on the International Power Structure" by ar.,
Kjell Goldmann, oUOC olm oniversity and (head of reasazch at} .
Swedish Institute of Internatl. Aff%iri, Qieseﬁtgﬁ atsgngoigln

. ons of Workshops, Louvain 8 - pril and SymposSl
ﬁggizgs for Macro-Agaiysis of Social Change & conflicts, Iund 27 -

29 April 1976,

i ‘ itadel
HI'Etre et e Néant", Engl. +trsl. "Being and Nothingness", Cita
press, N.Y. 1965, esh. pp. 328 - 330 (The Body) and PP, BEThf 332-
(Concrete Relations with Others). Note also £, Husserl's "pheno
nology", where primary and secondary attributes of phgnomgna.?gef =
grasped by isolati cach object in the mind, ?y gxtr;catlng_ P
Tts context and 'pucting the world in brackets (époche). .

i : i i int, The case
S tist movements (cfr. Biafra) are a guestion in polnt. .
ggpgﬁg %NL in Vietnam raises an even graver pro@lem: Is not this
ahistorical, shallow state-and-establishment-orlented approach 3
intimately connected with, and in some measure even responsible for,

the development of the Vietnam tragedy?

~@fy. the Normandy invasion - when German forces were immob%llzed because

id not dare wake their C-in-C (Hitler) to
gﬁ% %%ggﬁnogéggs?Ogﬁ?n%a%ingna question of ¥nowledge/ intelllgencg-
transmission that is too mundane to merit much attention by theorists,
what about overbriefing? The day before the German invasion of
Norway in 1940, Norwegian Foreign Minister Koht was subject to the
usuad bombardment of memos and reports azout minutiae. Ee ngveﬁohad

ag ca ng in his

%08E3¥°E $ igﬁagag eG%%EgBagggsﬁgagb%%gg %e%gr eg onrggei way in the

direction of Norway.

An even clearer example of the connection between American acts,

officially intended to thwart Communism, and the rise of a Communist
presence is afforded by the Middle Fast. From the decision by J. I,
Dulles to brand Nasser's nationalism as quasi-Communism in 1954-55,
because Nasser decried the Bagdad Packt, and up ti11 ca, 1970, the
Soviet Union enjoyed increasing political, military and economical
power in the region - solely as a result of U, S, hostility to Arab
nationalism and US jdedlcation to 'fighting Communism',

The tradition of reification (meaning the position that abstract

concepts have objective, independent existence) is an ancient one -
from Plato's ideal types via the scholasticists across Kant's Dinge-
an-sich to Husserl's phenomenology. For good measure one might add
gh% %iiegories and archetypes of Freud, C., Jung - and Karl lMarx;

<] ire som is si i
S5u1d a5 well %o mote e discussion, Our 1atberdey PN ihe
nominalia~sunt-realia position. Their (attempted) reification of
power'systems' is not, however, directly and demonstrably connected
with such a historical tradition; rather it seems to Dbe grounded in
the US policy need of defining an ordered, operational "system" out
of the chaotic world in which the USA suddenly found itself a super-
power,

For an engaging study, see Gianni Sofri, "Pber asiatische
Produktionsweise", Furopeische Verlagsanstalt, Frankfurt 1972,

Such attitudes were dominant among Communists and Socialists

of Marx' and Engles' day and up towards the Russian revolution,

(Cfr Karl Kautsky on "die Wilden", E. Bernstein on "kulturfeindliche
und kulturunfihige Volkersch#ften , which should be subjected).
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Heinrich Popitz, Der entfremdete Mensch, Zeitkritik und Geschicht-s-
philosophie des jungen Marx, Basel 1953, s,161,

At the time of writing, Italy is a striking illustration to
what happens in a society of unadulterated capitalism,

wikhout a strong and united trede union movement (Italy has a
Catholic one, a Socialist one, a Communist one ete,), without a
strong social-democrat governing party and social-democrat
egalizing machinery: the rich become richer, the poor become
gﬁorer, and the capitalist order of society is in danger, Today

e Communist ggrgf of Italy is being drawn into this "social-
democrat" politiec vacuum - and reforming itself into an

appropriate posture ff respectability (non-ppposition to NATO,
support of multiparty parliamentary democracy,.). If the CPT

gets to fill this vacuum, one .of two thing is liable to happen
with Italy and the CPI,

Marx, A Worker's Inquiry, in: La Revue Socialiste, Paris 1880

(the Preface) - his last published work, Marx, Speech in
Amsterdam 8/9 1872 - his last public address, And Engels, Preface

to Das Kapital (on peaceful, lagal tradition in the UK). Noted

a & _En 8, Basic Writings, ed. L.S,Feuer, Fontana Books
%56%,r%ondon§8$aégow. : €S, “s

E.H.Carr, The Bolshevik Revolution 1917-23, London 1954, I,p.24.,
Marx/Engels, Gesamtausgabe, 1., Abteilung, bd.3

As reported in Aftenposten, 0Oslo 15/9-75 (and paraphrased in a
panegyric next day).

- i as contemporarygHistory" - which will be printed in
tﬁgtggi%iﬁ%owards a ngw Hggtorical Materialism" study - concerms

i i : le of the car in a capitalist econo the
%g§g%£a¥lg%agggsrgtewreaks, and the 4-5 person car asm¥ﬁe

f modern family and singleconsumerist ideals, E.g
gipﬁggségn"groletarians te" is largely replaced by exhortations
the (Aftenposten January 1976)_type-— "Ski-motorists - spread
out!" (map of parking lots affixed).

amin i1d); id for barm
jamin Spock (The Child); Magne Raundalen, Ti "
g&%ﬁél&ﬁ?“Oglﬁ 1876; gernard R stky, Streets for Beople,

Anchor/Doubleday, Garden City N.Y. 1969.

Opplysningsréddet for biltrafikken, Oslo 1972; qugte@ in "Personbil,
milje og-samfunn" (Private Gar, Environment and Society), survey
by Ministry of Transport, Oslo 1975 (NOU 39), p. 25i G

A somewhat similar enquéte was done by the Asphalt gs ﬁ e <

of America on attitutdes towards roadpullding (Asphalt Magaz >
Spring 1976), but here the breakdown is not given,

Studybby the social anthropologist Maj Vogt Reiter omn satelite
towns, pre-view in Aftenposten 18/6-T6.

NOU 39, op. cit., p.46.
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See Rudofsky, Streets for People, op.cit.

Letter from Chief Seathl 1855, Presidental Archives, Washington
D.C.,

NOU 39, op.cit.,p. 63.
Motor-magasinet (Sweden) 1973,

A typical item in a2 publicly sponsored youth motoring programme
(0slo Youth Motor Centre, Spring 1976) runs: "Two mew cars in
Norway! COLT LANCIA and COLT JAGUAR:; Film, We are allowed to
toucg ggﬁ feel the wonderful beauty. Afterwards, real tough

car talkV :

NOU 39, op.cit., D.45.
NOU 39, op.cit., p.45.
Editorial (motor pages). A tenposten 16/3-76,
NOU 39, op.cit., p.44.
NOU 39, op.cit., p.45.

dr, med, Olav Bg, Aftenposten 6/1-T4,
World Health, march 76 (editorial, article by dr. Leo A, Kaprio).

HOU 39, op.,cit., D.59.
NOU 39, op.cit., p.32,
Transcript in Aftenposten (motorpages) 23/3-76

NOU 39, op.cit., p.32,
NOU 39, op.cit., p.40,

"L, A, had an excellent and rapid city metro 30 years ago, but it
had to give in under the growing pressure from private auto-
bilism, and now functions no more. The bus network is limited
and now operates witR so long waits ond so high fares that it

is practically u%usable, and L,A, today has fewer taxis than a
Eur i i i L.A

recgg g? gégglg&eg gé%vg§ E%etﬁg%ggig%%t%hgi - inIgp?te of the
great number of cars in IA (1 car per 2 persons) - 65% of the
total population still were without any opportunity for
mobility. These 65 % are doomed to sit home and watch TV, They
can't go any places, because there are no longer any sidewalks,
They can't go by bike, because it is mortally dangerous. They
can't go shopping, because hte shoPi%ngiventres are too far
away from the residential areas, - chitect Victor Green,

LA, lecture to the Arkitektforeningen, Cppenhagen 12/11-68.
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Le Corbusier, Menneskenes boli
Vinters forlag, Copenhagen 196

Same, p.27
Same, D.26

g’(

0

La Maison des Hommes),
Preface p. H.
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